
The Word of God – Obey part 1  
 
Probably the most important question of your life:  Do you know God?    
As Evangelicals we turn to this book for this is one of the main ways God has made Himself known. 

     The purpose of knowing the Word of God is to know the God of the Word.  
    Most books are about informing us, unlike the Bible which is all about transforming us. 

God is after our hearts today and is going to transform us with His Word. 
  
Pray -    What do you intend to impress on our hearts with this passage oh Lord?   
 
The Word of God preoccupies and occupies my life.   

Martin Luther declared “The Bible is alive, it speaks to me,   it has feet, it runs after me;  
it has hands, it lays hold of me” 

 
The next 2 weeks we are going to look at an Evangelical gold mine found in the Bible. 
Turn to the middle of your Bible, the longest chapter.  Psalm 119.   
 
There are many emphases to this chapter: 

Above all this passage is about God revealing Himself to us:   
Holy, just, praiseworthy, trustworthy,  and more. 

 
Secondly it teaches us to have a reverence and devotion to God’s Word  

and to the Lord Himself.   
 

Another is it shows that the Word of God and the Law of God is the decisive factor in  
every sphere of life and action.   
Every verse talks about the benefits and results of those who abide to His Word 

We see this in expressions of blessing, lamenting, thanksgiving, 
proclamation, confessions, affirmations of truth, and praise and prayer.  

  11, 28, 32, 54, 71, 92, 97, 105, 148   
 
It also shows what the Word of God is to a man and how  

man is to behave in relation to it and the result is they are blessed,  
they have joy and satisfaction. 2x in 1-2 

     imagine joy in reading the Bible- delight YES 
Let’s look at the layout of this chapter 

The Psalmist pens out an acrostic pattern.  
     There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet,  

and this Psalm contains 22 units of 8 verses each.  
     Each of the 22 sections is given to a letter of the Hebrew alphabet,  
              and each verse in that section begins with that letter.  See heb chart 

 
Why an acrostic? 

Showing an idea of completeness -the great alphabet from A-Z.  
I almost titled my sermon the ultimate buffet but I thought it would swing your  

minds and stomachs to lunch time instead of this feast. 
 
For memory assistance 
 
Artistic- a device used in poems   chapters 9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145 

A spectacular view.  Each part has equal, but independent value.  



 
It may seem like a mess and not connection but each verse has its own separate completeness,  

Each section has its own completeness and the Psalm as a whole is complete.   
 
What I want to do this morning is to look at the first few verses and next week look at the rest.   

 
Again if you want to know God, dive deep into this chapter for  

all the aspects of the law, His works and words  
          are the revelation and standard of God Himself.  
thus the Bible reflects the image of the divine source, God.  

All words here relate to the Author who is holy and just. 
 
It shows the real advantage point of the believer for it ministers to the hunger of the spirit, it is 
my theological glue.  Vs 50 
  
 
Verse 1 
    Like Psalm chapter 1 this section has an introductory emphasis:  
              It is no surprise that the first word is Blessed 

The world’s standards for attaining happiness found as yourself the source  
stands in dark contrast to the biblical way, also seen in Sermon On the Mount.   

          Lifestyle obedience   or   Commitment to God’s word …results in happiness.   
Happiness comes from obedience, conformity to the Bible,  
and knowing God through his Word and ultimately in Jesus ultimate revelation 

True joy is defined by God’s standards and values.  Live this way  
 
Blameless of way, Gen. 17:1 parallel, the integrity of our character, this has a positive 
connotation, not a negative one (don’t mess up or I will get you), this is God’s ethical 
goal in our lives holiness, w/o blemish. 
  

      TORAH – law or instruction   25 times   
Law, when capitalized in your Bible refers to the Pentateuch, or specifically Deuteronomy, 

             Yet in this context it is looking at the whole counsel of God 
Law, direction, to point out, to teach, the divine teaching, instruction,  
 
The English equivalent ‘law’ is not to be seen as man’s notion of what religion is,  
       but scripture as a whole instruction in which God makes known  

His character and purpose for His people.   
This Torah is God’s way of showing His moral truth and demonstration of guidance and grace.   

The law of God is that which points out or indicates His will to man. 
  
And we are to read Scripture as a relationship where we desire to keep God’s instructions. 
 
It is important to note that any instruction flowing from the revelation of God is for the basis for 
life and action.  
Because this is from God- The main claim of the bible is that it is authoritative. 

It is authoritative - this means that scripture alone is our final authority    
Bible is our final authority rather than church tradition. 

 
Thus, if the Word true and authoritative, it is to be obeyed followed and lived out. 
 



Verse 2     Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart 
 
    Keep.  To carefully watch over something that is to be preserved or protected.  

NT- guard the truth 
Statutes  23 times  All plurals but one. 
Statutes, testimony, the bear witness, testify.  The authority comes from the source- God 
This word is synonymous with covenant thus covenantal stipulations the 2 tablets.  
 The law of God is his testimony concerning his character and attributes.  
 We must remain loyal to the terms of the covenant. 

      
   Seeking is a continuation of action, habitually, they are characteristically seeking the Lord,  

And we find our way to God through faith in Jesus 
             It is not just outward acts of obedience, but Search for God and seeking to do His will. 
 
All your heart- do not be a half heated seeker.  Keep and remember these words. 
      Hamlet quote   father says Remember what I told you  

Remember thee? Yes, while memory holds a seat in this distracted globe. Remember thee?  Yes, from the 
table of my memory, I'll wipe away all trivial fond records, all saws of books, all forms, all pressures past, 
that youth and observation copied there, and thy commandment all alone shall live within the book and 
volume of my brain unmixed with unprincipled matter 

 
The purpose is to glorify God through the Torah with devotion and obedience. 

Receive it, 1-2 
Commune with it,    97 
         Memorizing leads to internalization which leads to transformation  
         life application 
and then Practice it. 129 

.   
As written in our statement of Faith 

Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, 
and trusted in all that it promises. 

 
All these words must have a bearing on and in our lives.  It must become the governing principle 
of our life in which we surrender all will and thought to be captive to His perfect command and 
unfailing love.  May our passion be to be conformed to his will. 
 
Why? 
 John 8:31    “You are really my disciples if you hold to my teaching  
John 14:15  "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 

Jesus is the law/instruction   he is the statues-testimony  
 
May our passion be to be conformed to his will. 


